
University Faculty 
Ombuds 

Date 
estab’d 

Ombuds 
qualifications 

Relationship to 
Senate 

Notes, special features, etc. 

Ohio State 
University 

Y 2010 Emeritus 
professor 

 Member IOA; 12 month appointment 

Pennsylvania 
State University 

Y 
(Unit & 

University 
faculty 

ombuds) 

1998 Emeritus 
professor 

Elected by 
Senate Council 
for 4 yr term; 
Univ ombuds is 
under Senate 

Each university unit also has ombuds (& alternate); training 
coordinated by Univ Ombuds; all are associated with Senate 

Univ of Calif, 
Berkeley 

Y  Faculty in 
Senate or 
appointed by 
Senate   

Faculty ombuds 
is Senate 
committee 

Separate Staff ombuds, who can deal with “all staff, non 
Senate. academics, and faculty who perform management 
functions (including deans, department chairs, and directors).”  
Also separate student ombuds. 

University of 
Colorado, 
Boulder 

Y 1997 2 retired 
faculty 

Ombuds office 
established with 
recommendation 
of Faculty 
Assembly  

Faculty Ombunds & Faculty Relations Director perform 
complementary functions 

University of 
Michigan 

Y 
(Unit & 

University 
faculty 

ombuds) 

1989 
(2003*) 

Faculty 
members (unit 
& University 
faculty 
ombuds)  

Original unit 
ombuds esta’d 
at recom of 
Senate 
Assembly, 89 

*Senate Assembly recom’d University Ombuds office in 1989. 
Ombuds positions estab’d in each of 14 schools & colleges.  In 
2003, Provost created add’l postion of University Faculty 
Ombuds at Senate request. University ombuds works with unit 
ombuds. 

University of 
North 
Carolina, 
Chapel Hill 

Y  Professi-
onal 
ombuds 
(1) & 1 
faculty 
member 

 University Ombuds Office for staff, faculty, students and 
administrators.  Also have Faculty Grievance Committee 
and Faculty Hearings Committee, through Faculty Council 

University of 
Texas, 
Austin 

Y 2004 Education 
professor 
(EdD) 

Report 
submitted to 
Faculty 
Council 

Also have Staff & Student ombuds.  Faculty ombuds also 
assists post-docs 

University of 
Wisconsin, 
Madison 

Y 
(faculty & 

staff) 

2003 2 Emeritus  
prof’s & 2 
professional 
staff 

 Ombuds Office works with the Ombuds in the School of 
Medicine and Public Health (SMPH), who has served 
those faculty, staff and students since 1998, adding the 
School of Pharmacy (SOP) in 2006 



 


